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49 CFR § 26.39    

Mandates state DOTs to add a Small 

Business Enterprise element to their 

existing DBE Program 



Purpose 
The purpose of the Small Business  

Enterprise  (SBE) element is to 

facilitate small business participation 

in state highway construction projects 



How will TDOT implement this? 

 
By Establishing SBE certification through… 



A Partnership with GoDBE A Partnership with GoDBE 



TDOT will use GoDBE certification. The 
existing GoDBE definition of a small 
business enterprise shall be used: 
 

[TDOT Small Business Enterprise] means a business 
that is a continuing, independent, for profit 
business which performs a commercially useful 
function with residence in Tennessee and has total 
gross receipts of no more than ten million dollars 
($10,000,00) averaged over a three-year period 
and employs no more than thirty (30) persons on a 
full-time basis. 

 

 



All Small Business Enterprises (SBEs) who 
have been certified through GoDBE and are 
working on TDOT contracts will be tracked and 
recorded by TDOT.  

 

Note, TDOT DBEs are automatically considered 
“Small Business Enterprises” and are 
therefore considered SBEs for TDOT tracking 
purposes. 
 

 



 

SBE certification status may be removed 
for any of the following reasons: 
 

• Exceeding the gross receipt and business 
size limit  

• Failing to renew or maintain SBE status  

• Attempting to evade or subvert the intent 
of the SBE program  

• Submission of fraudulent or falsified 
information 

 

 



GoDBE searchable directory of SBEs  
(Search by SBE name, work type, etc.) 



SBE designation to be included on TDOT  
Subcontractor Form (for tracking) 

⁬ Go-DBE certified small business 



SBE designation to be included on  
Prequalified Contractor List  

(to facilitate usage by Prime Contractors) 

⁬ Go-DBE certified small business 



SBE Marketing:  
 

TDOT will promote and market the SBE Program, 

as well as ensure easy and direct access to 

program information, through outreach efforts on 

the website, through electronic and print media, 

through Industry partners, and through other 

mediums. 

 

 



  

Although SBEs are ineligible for Supportive 
Services, there are other resources available 
 

 

TDOT’s  State Contracting Opportunities and 
Assistance webpage  provides support for small 
businesses with procurement and business 
assistance:  
http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/civil-rights/smallbusiness/docs/SWBE.pdf  

 

The FHWA-funded “supportive service program” is intended to be used only to 
assist DBEs. Recipients should not include services to non-DBEs as part of that 
program.   
  USDOT, http://www.osdbu.dot.gov/dbeprogram/dbeqna.cfm  
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For more information on the SBE Program, 
contact TDOT’s Civil Rights Office Small Business 
Development Program at 615-741-3681 or 888-
370-3647: 

 

For information on SBE certification and 
regulations, GoDBE may be contacted at  615-
253-4657 


